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permits when travelling with their husbands or parents; nor has His
Excellency taken any note of peculiar Indian susceptibilities regarding Indian
womanhood. We have no hesitation in saying that the regulation is un-
reasonable, insulting, and totally uncalled for. If it is enforced, it will
create irritation which will be difficult to allay. It is strange, indeed, that,
with the innovations introduced, His Excellency can conclude his letter
by saying that the permit work is being done with "as much considera-
tion for the convenience of the applicants as is possible under all circum-
stances". Not until the age limit has been restored, not until Indian
women are rendered free from unwarranted insult, not until Indian re-
fugees can have their applications considered immediately on their re-
ceipt, can, in our humble opinion, His Excellency say, with, any show
of justice, that the Permit regulations are enforced with any degree of
reasonableness. We can quite understand the difficulties in the way of
the officers who have to administer the law, but if they are short-handed,
it is the duty of the Government to supplement the staff, so as not to
delay consideration of the applications. Such an increase in the staff
can only be temporary, for there must, some time or other, be an end
to the applications from refugees. It is the congestion of work in the
Office which has to be dealt with. Why cannot that congestion be re-
moved by employing extra men?
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336. THE COLOURED PEOPLE'S PETITION

The Coloured People's Vigilance Committee has prepared a petition,
for submission to the House of Commons, in connection with the new
Constitution to be granted to the Transvaal and the Orange River Co-
lony. The public are not informed whether the petition is in continua-
tion of that addressed to King Edward VII by the African Political Orga-
nization1, or whether it is a distinct and separate movement. In any
case, both the petitions represent practically the same interests. The only
difference is that, whereas the petition to the King deals with Coloured
people as distinguished from the Natives, the present petition seems to
include the Natives. There is no doubt that, ultimately, the policy enun-
ciated by the late Mr. Rhodes2 will have to be accepted by South
Africa, if there is to be federation, and if it is to continue to remain
under the British flag. We, however, question whether, in view of what
Mr. Churchill has so often said, it will be at all possible to grant the

1  Vide "The Coloured People's Petition", pp. 241-3.
2 Cecil Rhodes, Prime  Minister of Cape Colony, 1890-6. His policy  was to unite the
Dutch and the British in a  self-governing South African   Federation which  will  extend
gradually to cover Native territories. He also believed in self-government within the Empire,